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As the IPC community emerges from a long 15
months of restricted movement and pandemic
shutdown, we urge you to take part in the
many activities that are being planned as you
feel comfortable. IPC staff and volunteers will
continue to make every effort to make all events
as safe and healthy as possible per Indiana state
and CDC guidelines.

The
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THE END OF AN ERA

On Sunday, April 25th, IPC bade farewell to both Rev.
Robert and Jennifer Heimach upon Bob’s retirement from
the ministry. A bittersweet occasion, Bob preached his
final sermon as IPC’s Senior Pastor of nearly 18 years, after
which he offered his thanks to many members and friends
of the congregation, followed by the official dissolution
of Bob’s pastoral relationship to IPC. After the service, the
Heimach family’s time at IPC was celebrated with a bagpipe
processional to the tent, various speakers and several video
greetings and well-wishes, refreshments and a special choral
song of sending.
Thank you, Bob and Jenni, for all of the years of leadership
and laughter, the sharing of gifts and giggles, your devotion
and dedication, and, especially, your caring and concern for
your Irvington flock! Enjoy your retirement and Godspeed in
your travels!

INTERIM NEWS:
•
•

•

•

The Interim Pastor Search
Committee will soon receive
resumes and begin interviews.
As we wait for the Interim pastor
to begin, Rev. Wilson will serve
as Acting Head of Staff, and Rev.
Liz Kaznak-Hall will Moderate the
session. Both will preach and serve
as liturgists but will also rely on
others to fill the pulpit at times.
The Organist Search Committee
has already interviewed two strong
candidates for the position, and
others are expected to apply.
During the wait, it is their hope
that an Interim Organist will be
hired.
A search for a Youth Coordinator
is now beginning. The job
description is available upon
request.
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MESSY CHURCH:

A JOURNEY INTO FAITH
May Messy Church will be Tuesday, May 4,
at 6 p.m. in the church parking lot. We’ll
learn about how Paul went from hating
people who followed Jesus to being a leader
among them! Through hands-on activities,
we’ll discover how our prayers can
support other people on
their faith journeys, and
how blindness can
lead to sight. Please
RSVP to Carolyn at
clesmeister@irvpresby.
org with the number of
people in your group so we can have enough
supplies set up.

Dear Presbyterians,

Without doubt, April 25th was the most
wonderful “goodbye” any pastor has
ever experienced. I am not going to
mention names because I am certain to
miss someone, but from the Planning
Committee to the Staff members to those
who spoke at the reception and to so many
others of you who made it special for Jenni
and me, thank you. The whole morning is
implanted in my heart and will give me joy
whenever I think of it.
I am also so grateful for the generous “Love
Gift” that you provided. Such a gift humbles
me and reminds me of the support you
have given me over the past 17-plus years.
To each of you, I say thank you, thank you.
So, when you read this, Jenni and I will
either be stiff and sore from a 10-mile hike
or stiff and sore from sleeping in a tent.
And maybe then I will regret not sitting
in the comfy chair in my office. But after
a little stretching and coffee we will get
started again and be on our way, with no
regrets.
Well, O.K., one regret. I will always miss not
being a part of those important moments
of your life anymore. But please know that
I carry you with me wherever I go. And my
prayers for you all will be constant.
God be with you until we meet again!
May the peace of Christ always surround
you,

CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY

Congratulations to
Ethan Padgett on
his Baptism!
He was baptized on
Sunday, April 11th.

Our Christian sympathy extends to
the family of Gary Kitchen who died
in March 27, 2021.
Our Christian sympathy extends
to the family and friends of Betty
Philips who died March 19, 2021.
Our Christian sympathy extends to
Margaret Padgett whose brother,
David died.
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HIKE PRAY LOVE

PYOCA

We'll return to Southeastway Park
REGISTRATION
for a springtime gathering on
It's not too late to register
Sunday, May 16, at 3:30 p.m. Join us
for summer camp!
for Scripture, prayer, and time for
Children in second grade
independent hiking, walking, or
and above are eligible
playing in nature. RSVP to Carolyn
to attend on their own,
at clesmeister@irvpresby.org.
and a special family
The pictures are from the April 18th
camp is being offered to
hike at Fort Benjamin Harrison. accommodate people of all ages. Visit www.pyoca.
org for details about dates, cost, and registration.
Remember, IPC covers half the cost!

AMAZON SMILE
SIGNUP INSTRUCTIONS

These are the steps to follow when signing up for
AmazonSmile.
1. Sign-up @ smile.amazon.com and
select Irvington Presbyterian Church in
Indianapolis (there are a few choices).
2. You can use the Amazon shopping app
on your phone or PC. If shopping from
an iPad or tablet you need to shop from
smile.amazon.com.
3. Turn on AmazonSmile in the Amazon
app on your smart phone (it may take 24
hours to appear once you sign up @ smile.
amazon.com)
On an iPhone, open the Amazon app, press
on the 3 horizontal lines on the bottom right
side, go to Settings in the main menu, and then
tap on AmazonSmile and follow the on-screen
instructions.

GRADUATE SUNDAY

During worship on Sunday, May 23, we will
recognize 2021 graduates.
If you or someone
in your life is
graduating this year
and would like to be
acknowledged, please
let us know.
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Led by Pat Stout, a crew of IPC volunteers laid
sod and prepared the rain garden for the delivery
of over 100 plants slated to be planted in the
upcoming week.
The Karl Dickerscheid Memorial Rain Garden
will be dedicated on Sunday, May 16th after the
worship service.
Helping with the project were Pat Stout, Pam
Brozan, John Koss, Chuck Marion, Patrick, Lana,
Katie and Brie Wooden, and David and Louise
Owen.

AFTER A PANDEMIC WINTER, SHARE THE
RENEWAL OF SPRING

By Denise Jones Harrington

Christians recently celebrated Easter
and reflected on the resurrection
of Christ. Regardless of one’s faith
tradition, spring itself is celebrated
by many as a season of resurrection
and renewal of life. The browns of
fall and winter give way to vibrant
greens, yellows and pinks. We
awaken each morning to the sun’s
bright rays and the sound of birds
chirping. The days grow longer.
Flower buds are sprouting, and trees
are blooming. The earth is coming
alive!
After a year of being weighed down
with the COVID-19 pandemic, the
rollout of vaccines this spring brings
its own season of resurrection and
renewal. People are emerging from

the shelter and relative isolation
of their homes seeking social and
spiritual connections with others
once again.
The desire to connect and thirst
for community has never been
greater. The door is opening to feel
comfortable once again in small
social gatherings with family and
friends. Grandparents who haven’t
seen their children or grandchildren
in a year now can see them face to
face after being vaccinated. Many
congregations are moving to inperson worship again.
Spring represents new beginnings.
How is your faith community
breathing new life into others?
Now, is the time to check in again

with your senior members. Do
they need yardwork done, gutters
cleaned, windows washed? They
would be happy to reconnect and
know their community is mindful of
them.
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CAMP SCHOL ARSHIP
FUNDR AISING

Thank you to everyone who made our Wednesday
Night Live: Camp Edition a success! Special thanks
to the Harris and Caldwell families for sending in
video clips, Katie Wooden for her fantastic interview
with Rev. Heimach, Mandy Holzhausen for staffing
the phones, and Craig Shaw for
producing the show. We came very
close to meeting our goal, and you
can still contribute by mailing a
check to the church designated for
the camp scholarship fund. We are
so grateful for your support!

JUST A SIMPLE PUSH OF THE
BUTTON...

VBS FOR ALL
AGES

In-person, intergenerational
outdoor VBS is back! We’ll gather
in the evenings on June 1-3 to
learn, pray, sing, talk, and play
together as we explore how God’s
love is planted and grows in us,
and how we can better care for
ourselves, our community, and
the planet as a result. People
ages 1-101+ are invited to join
us as we study the Parable of
the Sower from Mark 4:1-9 and
consider ways we can care for
God’s creation. Check your inbox
and listen for announcements
as we finalize details and open
registration.

Have you ever found yourself wondering just how all of the audiovisual equipment at IPC works? Are you
mystified by the whole livestreaming
process? Do you have an interest in being
a part of the IPC Technology crew?
As IPC transitions back to in-person
worship, it has been decided to continue
offering a hybrid worship experience
for the foreseeable future. In order to
successfully do so, new recruits are
needed to learn the ins and outs of equipment set up, sound board
operation, and managing the livestream. All it takes is a little bit of
understanding of how to push buttons and training in which buttons
to push when.
Okay, it may
entail a bit more
than that, but not
too much.
If you are
interested in
being a part of
this essential IPC
ministry, please
contact Craig
Shaw at cshaw@irvpresby.org.
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LABEL HERE

I sat down with Bob again
and let him pick the topics.
He has been here 17 ½
years. He is pleased with
the work that
has been
accomplished
around the
church to keep
it up to date
and in good
running order.
Jack Simpson,
IPC member,
explores the
archives for
stories of the
church, its
past members
and other bits
of interesting
information and
lore.

We had a new
boiler put in. We
had tuck pointing
on the outside
of the church to
keep water from
seeping in. We had
a new slate roof
put on when it was damaged
by a storm. The insurance took
care of that bill, approximately
$400,000. When pieces of the
pipe organ started failing, we had it redone along
with all the pipes (over 1000 pipes) and the leather
air chests that had dried out. The renovation was a

great success because a new organ would cost over a
million.
We have a new great new sound system. He is also
very happy with how the church Day Care Ministry is
being run and how it is growing.
Bob did want to emphasize that
the main purpose of the church
is not to preserve itself but
rather to worship God and serve
in mission to others. It takes a
strong support staff along with
the paid staff and the Elders,
Trustees and Deacons and all
the committees and volunteers
working together to do this.
And though certain aspects of
the church must be run as a
business, the congregation must
never forget the main purpose.
We are also blessed to have the
Endowment to provide a financial cushion when
unexpected expenses occur. However, if our only
focus is on money, we are not listening to God’s call.
Next month we are gong to talk about some of the
humorous things that have happened that we can
now laugh about.

