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“Two Seniors and One Child, Please”

My Dad grinned at the lady behind the counter as she looked over her glasses at me, standing a solid 4 inches taller
than him. My Mother leaned in and said, “It’s his birthday today!”

All I could do was smile and shake my head as we walked out of the ticketing pavilion
and toward the Indianapolis Zoo entrance. My Dad laughed, “Did you see the way she
looked at me? | wasn’t lying... You are our child!” Mom ran over and stuck something D | Zn"

to my t-shirt. “She said you should wear this sticker! Maybe they’ll give you some
freebies! Or let you feed the dolphins or something!”

This was the first twenty minutes of my fortieth birthday doing something “fun and
touristy” with my parents on their quick jaunt to town for the occasion. The next
several hours were spent meandering through the exhibits, answering each others’
seemingly random questions by reading the signs that answered those exact questions mere feet away, laughing at
terrible animal puns, and remarking at how much more fun my parent’s kid was having than everyone else’s kids as
they had lunch-hour meltdowns in the 95-degree sun. Oh—and enjoying the fact that every staff member who saw my
sticker smiled and read the sticker on my shirt with such joy and excitement: “HAPPY BIRTHDAY!”

Now, before you roll your eyes too hard, let me start by saying that | generally do not get excited about my birthday.
Continued on Page 2

The Economic Halo Effect of the Irvington Presbyterian Church

Continued from last month’s article...

The 2026 study of the Economic Halo Effect of the Irvington Presbyterian Church, conducted by Partners for
Sacred Places, uses a standardized-but-complex series of calculations to come to the conclusion that IPC has
an economic impact of over $2.8M. That calculation is broken down into the six primary figures below:

1. DIRECT SPENDING $1,048,067

This calculation includes the funds spent by a congregation through its annual operating budget, non-routine
capital spending within five years, unbudgeted financial support and offerings for community programs, and
benevolence. On average, historic sacred places spent just over $500,000 in the community, employed eleven
people, and spent upwards of 80% of their annual budget on goods and services from local businesses.
A conservative value of IPC’s Direct Spending impact was $1,048,067, including employing five full-time and
ten part-time employees. The congregation anticipates major capital projects in 2026 and into 2027 relating to
the masonry, HVAC, windows, and security which, when completed, will double this figure.

2. EDUCATION $277,120

Many historic sacred places are hosts to affordable, high-quality, early childhood education and parochial
schooling. Those hosting these institutions often experience massive local impact due to this important role
played in the lives and formation of local families. IPC operates Roots & Wings, a daycare ministry, employing
three full-time and two part-time staff members, and providing care for 14 children for 49 weeks per year.
IPC’s Education-related economic impact is estimated to be $277,120, accounting for average childcare

costs in Indianapolis. The secondary impact of this programming is the diversification of cashflow for the

Continued on Page 3
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It’s not because of some fear of growing older or anything; it’s only that | don’t get excited because | grew up not
getting excited about them. | am the eldest child and only son of farmers whose birthday falls in the middle of haying
season. | celebrated birthdays, sure, but it was almost always on days when work—whether that was in the fields,
running summer camps, guarding pools, or staffing mission trips and preaching—provided the opportunity to take a
break. This year was a major anomaly.

With that said, it was a wonderful reminder of the importance of taking time to experience some things with child-
like fun and wonder. | am the first to admit that | am notoriously terrible at actually being “away” when | have time
away. But on that day, | actually turned off my phone for most of the day, did not respond to texts or emails, and
experienced the day exploring and learning at the zoo. (Seriously, though: there is so much to see, admire, and
celebrate in this world!) And taking time to vent about politics; hear about the people my parents meet while camping
along the way to and from Indianapolis; getting the latest updates about extended family members and church drama
from home; and enjoying the sights and sounds of nature near my
parents’ campsite in Greenfield... It was restful despite being busy,
hot, and exhausting. It was restorative, even with hard updates SALLY HE PWO/RT H
about family members’ health updates. It was enjoyable; it was SR
celebratory; and it was everything | needed at that moment.

fi
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God has called us to take time to rest—actually, God has

commanded us to take time to rest. It’s in the “Big Ten” and is
a theme that comes up repeatedly in the Old Testament’s laws.

Maybe you’ve got the rhythm figured out, in which case, | need . | IPCBook CLus
to hang out with you a bit more often! Maybe you blame the :

unending list of things that must be done for work, school, church, \ Wednequy,
kids, grandkids, neighbors... Wherever you are on the spectrum L Sepi‘ember Qth
of taking rest—whether you take a solid Sabbath every week, . IPC Parlor

or whether you need a reality check of what actually counts as

taking it—may this be an encouragement to use these last days ) 7:00 Ppm
of summer, the first days of a new school year, or just a simple
reminder: Go and take time to rest! Seek restful ways of loving
God, loving your neighbor, and—that also includes—loving
yourself. Go, marvel at creation; enjoy conversation with people, CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY

take a well-deserved nap, go for a long walk, or spend time Christian Sympathies are extended to the Pittman Family on
praying, talking with God, or journaling some thoughts. Whatever the death of Marland’s mother on July 14th.

it is that you find peaceful and restorative, go and do it for just a Celebrating the

few hours!
release of
Decently and

Irvington Book Club’s September selection is Mad Mabel
by Sally Hepworth, a #1 Best Seller published this year.

As | sat with my parents by the campfire at their campsite in
Greenfield, | couldn’t help but smile as | watched them witness
the wonder of a field of fireflies for the first time. (There are

fireflies in Ontario, but they are sparse, at best.) As we admired % B “ e e
the waves of slow blinks rising from the field of soybeans as the e k I
sky shifted from beautiful oranges and deep reds toward the B \ \
deep blues and darker hues of the night that was coming, my " |
Mom asked, “Well, Jonathan, how was your fortieth birthday?” | ‘ (A NI)
couldn’t help but smile and then laugh as | said, “Two seniors and 119 < eilabia)r
one child, please!” i C ' e It,l,;l’l,l,,',lh‘
Grateful for opportunities to live into the identity as a beloved Nt e ntron e ivmgim Cnctes 2
child of God ’ ‘ Join us for an entertainling e‘venihg as Rev. Robert Heimach,

7 ' IPC’s Pastor Emeritus, discusses his newly-published book filled with

Holy Moments from his life in ministry.

Enjoy some refreshments while Rev. Heimach shares about his writing
process and reads selections from his book.
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congregation, as well as the positive impact having a parent’s free time for part of the day to be spent working,
increasing family income, maintaining a home, building community connections, on personal care, etc. The
anticipated expansion of Roots & Wings to serve an additional 4-6 infants in coming months would further
increase this portion of the congregation’s impact, by an additional $100,000+.

3. OPEN SPACE $96,749

In many urban communities, religious buildings maintain the only green or recreation space available to the
public. The study monetizes access to recreation space on a per use basis, depending on the characteristics of
the space. IPC has a large parking lot—one of the only prime parking areas in Historic Irvington—adjoining
the local public library branch. IPC does not charge for parking, nor does it strictly police their lot and it is,
therefore, infrastructural for the neighborhood. Alongside the playground that the neighborhood is free to
use, IPC’s open space is valued at $96,749.

4. MAGNET EFFECT $675,556

Congregations attract visitors to the community for worship, education, programs, and events. Two-thirds

of IPC’s members come from other parts of the city to worship in the church. An additional 10% come from
outside city limits to attend worship. When participants are considered for Centro Christiano El Trono de la
Gracia, Open Circle Arts (formerly Irvington Arts Collective), and the many other events that happen each
week at IPC, and for special events at IPC, the congregation’s pull of visitors and people to the neighborhood
each year is quite significant. The congregation’s secondary pull, through its support of and role in events like
the Halloween Festival, IAC choirs, the Indy Brass Band, the Wellness Fair, the Garden Tour, Luminaria, and a
handful of weddings each year, there is no question that IPC’s presence and pull impacts the local economy.
Using estimates from the federal General Services Administration calculations relating to hospitality,
transportation, entertainment, and lodging sectors, IPC’s magnet effect on the community conservatively
brought $675,556 to the region.

5. INDIVIDUAL IMPACT  $184,111

In addition to the programs, events, and services provided by the congregation, clergy, lay staff, and
individual members provide emotional and spiritual support, counseling, coaching, training of youth,
galvanize unhoned skills, and provides a significant social support system—especially for youth and older
adults. While invaluable, a conservative calculation of IPC’s individual impact is $184,111 in 2025.

6. INVISIBLE SAFETY NET $563,177

The mere existence of a facility in a community that is present to use for large gatherings, specialized events,
meeting spaces, and more makes historic sacred places inherently valuable for communities. In 2025, IPC
continued its legacy stewarding and actively encouraging its beautiful facility to be useful for the community
by being generous and flexible with the use of the variety of spaces available within it. In addition to the
many, many organizations that benefit from the building, a handful consider IPC to be a “home base” of
sorts, exponentially increasing its value to those subsets of the community: El Trono, Girl Scouts Troop 875,
the Historic Irvington Community Council, and, most significantly, Irvington Arts Collective. Organizations
save at least $300,000 annually because of the availability of IPC’s facility to its neighbors. Considering other
factors and figures related to the safety net provided by the congregation through its generous offering of
staff time and facility resources to programs like the Irvington Community Advocacy Network, Westminster
Neighborhood Services, and others, IPC’s invisible safety net valuation is $563,177.

Thank you to Partners for Sacred Places for conducting this study, which was made possible by the National
Fund for Sacred Places grant—a program of Partners for Sacred Places with the National Trust for Historic
Preservation, made possible by Lilly Endowment, Inc.

We are grateful to Partners for Sacred Places for conducting the study for our congregation. A special thanks
also to the staff and supporters of the National Fund for Sacred Places grant—a program of Partners for Sacred
Places with the National Trust for Historic Preservation, made possible by Lilly Endowment, Inc.

Learn more about The Economic Halo Effect of Historic Sacred Places: irvpc.link/halo-effect-research
Read the full report of IPC’s Economic Halo Effect: irvpc.link/halo
To receive a print copy of IPC’s report, contact the Church office or Pastor Jon.
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IRVINGTON ARTS COLLECTIVE
BECOMES OPEN CIRCLE ARTS

Irvington Arts Collective has adopted a new name
and brand identity: Open Circle Arts.

Open Circle Arts

While the name is changing, our connection to Irvington Presbyterian Church is not. Open Circle
Arts could not exist without the extraordinary generosity, encouragement, and hospitality of IPC. The
church has provided far more than a place to gather; it has helped nurture this organization from its
earliest days and continues to make its work possible.

IPC and Open Circle Arts will forever be
connected through a shared commitment to
community, creativity, dignity, and belonging.
We are deeply grateful for this partnership and
look forward to continuing our work together
under a new name.

HARMONY COLLECTED COMMUNITY
CHOIR ANNOUNCES UPCOMING

igelism Committee SEASON _
invites you to join us ) §Y 1 ) Harmony Collected Community Choir would love
S and lots (Sl 7 for you to put two dates on your calendar:

Tuesday, September 1 @ 6:30p
Opening Gathering

Tuesday, September 8 @ 6:30p
First Rehearsal of the Season

Both events will take place at IPC.

Our Opening Gathering is a time of food, fun,
and sharing. It allows us to kick off the season, be
introduced to the season's themes and repertoire, and meet new members of our community. It also gives
new folk a chance to meet our returning choir members and to sing with us a little bit with no pressure or
obligation. And, as a reminder, Harmony Collected is non-auditioned. No experience is needed to join!

Our First Rehearsal kicks off our Belonging, in every voice season. Rehearsals are every Tuesday evening
from 6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m., held in the choir room at IPC.

Our season culminates in Harmony Collected traveling to sing in London, England in June 2027. And our
newest members are most welcome to join us. More info about this trip will be posted on our website closer
to the beginning of the season. [Traveling to London is not required; you are most welcome to join us for the
season even if London isn’t in the cards for you.]

We'd love to have you join us for our 2026 - 2027 season. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to
reach out! iac@irvarts.org



HELP HARMONY COLLECTED SING IN LONDON!

June 12-18, 2027, Harmony Collected Community Choir has the extraordinary honor of traveling to London, England,
to sing in the London premiere of American composer Kyle Pederson’s A Vision Unfolding. Some of you may have

heard Harmony Collected perform this powerful work in April 2026, or during our invited performance at the Indiana
Choral Directors Association Summer Conference.

This invitation is more than a performance
opportunity. It is a recognition of who we are,
what we are building, and the power of a choir
rooted in belonging.

Friends, family, and IPC members are welcome
to join our trip to London as either singing or
non-singing participants.

Harmony Collected is not a traditional
community choir. While we care deeply about §
musical excellence, our primary work is creating :
a space where people are seen, welcomed, 1 kT ‘ Community Choir
and valued. Our rehearsals are more than AR b St e o
preparation for a concert. They are a weekly ‘ — —
gathering of people choosing community
through shared song. We believe every singer brings something meaningful to the room, regardless of background,
experience, identity, or income.

That commitment shapes everything we do. Harmony Collected is non-auditioned, open to all, and committed

to removing barriers to participation. We offer reduced or waived fees for singers for whom cost would make
participation difficult, because belonging should never depend on someone’s ability to pay.

Now, as we prepare to take 40 singers to London, we are asking for your help.

International travel is expensive. Flights, lodging, meals, transportation, and tour costs quickly add up. But your gift
does far more than help pay for a plane ticket or hotel room. Your support makes it possible for singers to share in a
life-changing experience that many could not access on their own. It helps build community across borders. It allows
our singers to represent Indianapolis on an international stage. It creates memories, deepens understanding, and
affirms the belief at the heart of Harmony Collected: that every person deserves to belong.

Every dollar given brings us closer to London. Every gift, no matter the size, helps ensure that this experience is
available not only to those who can easily afford it, but to the full community of singers who make Harmony Collected
what it is.

We are deeply grateful for your generosity, your encouragement, and your belief in this choir. Thank you for helping
us carry our song, our story, and our mission of belonging all the way to London. For more information or questions,
please reach out to iac@irvarts.org.

Giving Link: https://givebutter.com/harmonycollectedgoestolondon

Please welcome IPC’s newest members!

Open Circle Arts
iac@irva rts.org Baylor and Michael Bates
Webb Parker, Ph.D. i"' ‘lﬂ ﬂ
=

1 L |
.

Founding Artistic and Executive Director
Open Circle Arts (formerly Irvington Arts Collective)

If you're interested in joining,
please contact Pat Lewis at
pmclewis@yahoo.com or David
Owen at
davidDPU81@yahoo.com.

-August 15th: Dinner Out (TBD)
Thanks--David Owen

Casey Harris and Kyrie Harris




YOUTH NEWS

1. The youth went to Kings Island and spent a full 12 hours in the park |
together. Fun was had by all and barely any sunburns afterward!
Thanks to our adult volunteers: Nelson Dewey, Chuck Marion,

Hannah Braun.

2. Thanks to the Wooden family for helping make the props and
accessories for the photo booth at Irvington Pride, and to Craig
for taking great photos. I loved getting pictures with my friends
and loved seeing the photo booth and costumes being met with

such enthusiasm.

3. Also, special thanks to Pastor Jon for making beautiful cards for the church's
neighbors, and to Bri Wooden for accompanying Pastor Jon and me as we
delivered cookies and cards to thank our neighbors for their work in making

Irvington Pride so fun.

4. Theyouth went on a shopping trip to help
stock the ICAN pantry! We picked up food and
hygiene products to share with our neighbors and
will include those with the contributions from the
rest of the congregation for ICAN Sunday.
5. Upcoming Sundae Sunday: The IPC youth will be hosting the
youth of Downey Christian church for an inter-congregational ice
cream social! We will have it on the fourth Sunday of the month.
Our regular Sunday school hours will be resuming before you
know it! Members of the congregation who want to be involved with the kids and
youth are invited to reach out to me to learn more about our plans for this fall and winter.

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS

August 2nd in Fellowship Rev. Maureen Wilson August o1 Josh Lewis August 17
Hall following Worship’ William WllfOIlg August 08 Rod Oller August 21
we will celebrate all Jamie Ludwig August o4 David Owen August 22
August birthdays! We Katie Butler . August 06 Jordan Traylor August 22
will have cake and other Sue Ann Harris August 08 ]ea.n Watl.(lns August 22
dies! Lynn Adams Augustio Gail McNierney August 24
800 4 Beatrice Dewey August11  Madeline Swick August 25
If w? he%ve omltt.ed Malinda Colwell August12 Mattie Nieves August 26
anyone’s birthday, it may Melissa Jester August12 Ruth Wilfong August 26
not be recorded in the Ally Giddens August13  Sherry Guffey August 27
church office. You can John Mitchell August13 Abby Somers August 27
email Lori at Judith Strange August13 Frank Owings August 30
Ichapman@irvpresby.org Cole Frangos August14 Nelson Dewey August 31
to share your birthdate. Joyce Haibe August 17

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY
The Men’s Bible Study meets the 1st and 3rd

Alzheimer’s Support Groups for
Caregivers continue to take place
here at Irvington monthly on the

Wednesday of each month in the Parlor at
10 a.m. If you would like to know more about
this group, please contact Steve Payne.
All are welcome!

2nd Tuesday in the parlorat 1 p.m.

al Z.Ol’g@’ | alzheimer’s QY association’



From the Archives...

“Life can only be
understood backwards;
But it must be
lived forwards.”

‘A stolen quote from Danish theologian and philosopher Soren Kierkegaard. No, we did not know
him (1813-1855). Yet, as we work with our IPC historic photos and documents, we find our first
120 years fascinating!!!

Those years since 1906 have been joyful, and sometimes worrisome in regards to our financial
concerns in the beginning. From our current dives into IPC history, we see that we Presbyterians,
while being a bit worried, stepped up to all challenges!! And, even more importantly, those in our
small community have helped us from the outside!

Our goal in writing our Archives articles over the past several years is to realize that ancient
dates on the calendar melt away in discovering that some of our shared concerns are very much
alike....in 1926 as well as in 2026!!! (And we must admit openly that through our dives into
history, we have laughed at some of the writings of old white men in our past....they might have
been younger than we are now!!! )

As Kierkegaard’s quote shares, here at Irvington Presbyterian Church we have no desire to
return to our past, yet we find understanding in reviewing it!! We are looking forward with

Your IPC historic geeks......
Frank Hurdis & Sheri Patterson

MY GA EXPERIENCE

What can you say about the experience of attending The 227th General
Assembly? When | was asked, | knew nothing about what was going
to happen or what to expect. | said “yes” and then prayed (a little

.o AUKEE oo
backward) that | had made a good decision. MILW 2026

The overall experience of attending the General Assembly was like g

nothing | had experienced before. Days of preparing yourself before the dh

committee meetings, reading the overtures you would be discussing,

and praying that this is the direction where the PC U.S.A. should be GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH (U.S.A.)

striving toward. The three days of committee meetings (I was on the Reformed Identity in the U.S. committee)
were long and informative. At times, discussions were very energetic. Although the committee meetings were on
Zoom, you actually got to see who was on your committee with you (I had 65 people on mine) and how the Spirit
of God moved each of us in our discernment of each overture. After three days, | realized | had made connections
across the United States and that we were brought together as a community to do His work.

If | thought committee work was hard but rewarding, | was not prepared for the Assembly. When you get
roughly about 1,000 people in the same room ready to do God’s work, it is beyond belief! Each session of Plenary
brought new highs and challenges. Each overture was discussed decently and in order (for the most part). Were
there moments of frustration? Absolutely! (We had lots of wordsmiths there). Were the days long and the

nights short? Sure! Were we able to make the best decisions for the Church as a whole? | honestly believe so! At
the end of the General Assembly, | came to believe that the overall work of the assembly was guided by God’s
presence in each of us.

In closing, the moderator of my committee said we would say one of two things: “You would be filled with the
Spirit and let’s do it again,” or “You would be filled with the Spirit, and it would be a one-and-done.” The Spirit of
God and the Assembly have moved me immensely, and there is NO way it can be a one-and-done for me. | would
go again in a heartbeat!

--Elder T.J. Hengst
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NAKED BIKERIDE ON FIRST
DAY OF PRESBYTERIAN
GENERAL ASSEMBLY

On Saturday, June 27th, as
commissioners were beginning to
journey to their meeting in the
convention center in downtown
Milwaukee, WI, the bright summer
sun was complimented by a full
moon—hundreds of them, in fact! On bicycles, no less!

YL JACKED
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As delegates from
across the country
gathered for the in-
person policy, polity,
theology, and ministry
meetings of the
Presbyterian Church
(U.S.A.), including
several hours of
discussion on matters related to climate change, the city was
hosting another group of several hundred guests who had
their own “cheeky” way of bringing awareness to climate
change, laying bare the stark naked reality of our nation’s
dependence upon fossil fuels and how it exposes the
country to streaks of weather extremes.

The Presbyterians present, while surprised, slightly
scandalized, and reminded of their call to serve decently and
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in order, generally took the excitement with a good sense

of humor and sought to make an illustration of the event: It
was a reminder that Milwaukee was a place where two very
different groups of visitors were meeting at the same time,
yet both were living out very different and unconnected
expressions of the same anxiety—one routed through
committee recommendations and electronic votes, the other
through painted skin and a slow procession around town;
both concerned about caring for God’s Creation.

What did General Assembly decide on the subject, anyway?

“Intent, Effect, Haste: Ethical Guidance on Fossil Fuels,”
establishes guiding principles for the denomination’s
decisions about fossil fuel use. (Item CLJ-05)

“On Changing Course for a Green Future,” directs the church
to align continued investment decisions with those same
ethical guidelines. (Item CLJ-02)

Established a Green Future Fund (Item CLJ-03)

Called on Presbyterians to learn about and support
regenerative farming practices and asked Presbyterian Life
& Witness (formerly PMA & OGA) to develop educational
resources on the subject (Item CLJ-04)

Directed the church to prioritize responses to the climate
crisis in line with the Paris Agreement’s goal of limiting
global warming to well below two degrees Celsius

(Item CLJ-01)



