
2nd Sunday of Advent ï December 6  
Candle of Peace 

 

3rd Sunday of Advent ï December 13  
Candle of Joy 

 

4th Sunday of Advent ï December 20  
Candle of Love 

 * Childrenôs Choir Sings 
* Ordination and Installation of New Officers 

 * Christmas Joy Offering 

 

Christmas Eve  - December 24  
6 p.m. ï Family Worship 

11 p.m. ï Candlelight Worship 

 

1st Sunday after Christmas ï December 27  
Celebration of Christmas continues 
Carol singing and pizza at 6 p.m. 

Joy to the world!  The 
Lord has 
come!  

Hosanna 

in the 

highest!  



  DATE TIME ATTENDANCE   
10/25/09 10:00 am 200 
   6:00 pm  150 
 
  11/1/09 10:00 am 218 
   6:00 pm   30 
 
  11/8/09 10:00 am 209 
   6:00 pm                   50 
 
11/15/09 10:00 am 214 
   6:00 pm   24 
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As a financial blessing to the church in 

2009, the Stewardship Committee invites 

you to participate in the 13th Month 

Giving program. 

 

Step 1:  Check your records to see that you have fulfilled 

your 2009 pledge. 

 

Step 2:  Provide an extra pledge payment to IPC before 

yearôs end. 

 

Step 3:  Tah-dah, you have participated in the 13th 

Month Giving program. 

 

All contributions need to be received at the church by 

December 31 for you to get the full tax deduction.  Thank 

you for considering 13th Month Giving at IPC, and thank 

you for all your contributions to the church. 

 At the Presbytery meeting on December 2, I 

will be installed as Moderator of the Presbytery 

of Whitewater Valley for 2010.  As Moderator, I 

will lead meetings of the Presbytery and serve as 

a representative of the Presbytery at Installations 

and Ordinations of Pastors in churches ranging 

from Indianapolis to Fort Wayne to Richmond.  It 

will be an honor to be the Moderator and I pray 

that I will serve with fairness and wisdom. 

 Thatôs my public statement. 

 My private statement to you is that our 

Presbytery is in the midst of turmoil caused by 

shrinking numbers and shrinking budgets.  Some 

of our churches have chosen to leave our 

denomination and those of us who remain 

committed to the PC(USA) will face increasing 

challenges to stay connected to each other.  As 

Moderator, I am very concerned that my term 

will consist of too many people wanting to have 

too many conversations focused on these 

negative events and despairing hopes. 

 But I am telling you now that I plan to be an 

Advent kind of Moderator.  That is to say, just as 

we have high expectations for a Savior in our 

midst, I have high expectations for our Presbytery 

and high hopes for Presbyterians in general.  I 

believe we are in the right spot and the right time 

to be a voice of reason and righteousness to the 

world.  As Moderator, I will try to engage these 

voices and amplify them. 

 There you have it, my platform as Moderator.  

Oh, one other thing.  If you notice that I am 

letting this Moderator thing go to my head and I 

start demanding VIP parking, kick me in the shin 

or water down my coffee.  Then, remind me that 

we are all equal in the eyes of God.  Yes, even 

Mod Bob. 

 

Have a blessed Advent and Merry Christmas, 
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The Vision Team opened 

the November meeting 

with a preliminary report, 

showing results from the 

congregational gatherings 

held last spring and 

summer. They also 

described current 

demographic trends 

within a two-mile radius 

of the church as well as 

exhibiting a map showing 

where current members 

and visitors live.  All of 

this information will be 

used when constructing a 

new mission statement 

and strategies for the 

church.  Following this 

presentation and brief 

team meetings, session 

preceded with its monthly 

business: 

A report from the IPC 

Endowment Board 

indicated that the 

Board was not 

inclined to fund the 

IPC Budget with its 

usual amount due to 

the continued 

depressed market 

price of the endowment.  

While the stock market 

rise over the past 10 

months has helped the 

endowment return a large 

part of its value, it had not 

yet returned to a point 

above its corpus 

(principle) amount.  The 

Board will review this 

decision in its January 

meeting. 

Approval was given to 

provide money from the 

Brenda Sterling estate to 

the Christian Education 

Committee to fund special 

projects and ministries. 

The church audit was to be 

conducted by Jan Roberts, 

Ned Brown & John Long. 

The Personnel Committee 

reported on the resignation 

of Jane Stanley as Senior 

Ministry Coordinator, 

reportedly based on her 

health condition. 

Approval was given for 

Dr. Schwarz to pursue a 

Lilly Grant that would 

allow him extended time 

away from pastoral duties 

for study and renewal.  

Should he receive this 

grant the church would 

also receive money to hire 

someone to fulfill his 

duties. 

The Stewardship 

Committee reported that as 

of November 8, $313,688 

had been pledged for the 

2010 Budget with 147 

pledges out of a possible 

259.  The Committee 

would continue to pursue 

the outstanding pledges. 

The Prayer and Spiritual 

Practices Committee 

presented a new approach 

to the annual Prayer Vigil 

using prayer quilts in the 

Welcoming Center. 

Two new members were 

approved by e-mail vote, 

Emily Dellinger and Janet 

Hasselbring, and would be 

received in worship on 

November 29th. 

Congratulations to Barbara 

Wood, John Sparkman and 

Velinda Secor on a great 

Broadway Revue show on 

the weekend of November 

7-8. 

 

Session concluded at 9:12 p.m. 

with a sharing of joys and 

concerns and the Lordôs 

Prayer. 

Thank you!  To the following people 

ending their terms as elders, deacons and 

trustees, we say ñthank youò for your 

service, your wisdom and your faith:   
 

Elders 
Susan Hansen, Melissa Jester, David 

Marcotte, Kathy Moorhead, Jack Simpson, 

Kathy Stroud, Barbara Wood 
 

Deacons 
Deanna Byrd, Scott Cavins, Jackie Cox,  

Joyce Findlay, Sherry Guffey, Joyce Lake, 

Virginia McClellan, Dee Miller, Lisa Miller 
 

Trustees 
Joe Dial, Frank Hurdis, Phil Parkinson, 

Donna Tindall, Wendell Vandivier 

The time is 

coming 

again to take a weekend retreat to rest & 

rejuvenate our sense of spirit.  Please plan 

to join us on January 29-31 for our 

Annual Adult Retreat. 

 This year our leader will be 

Rev. Bryan Field McFarland.  

Bryan is a Presbyterian minister 

and musician who has appeared in 

concert at IPC. He is an accomplished song 

writer and acoustic guitarist, having 

produced several albums.  Bryan will help 

us listen for the voice of God in the music 

that we love, using music as the theme of 

the retreatéñSinging our Life: Heeding 

the Soundtrack of our Days.ò  Attendees 

will not need any musical experience 

except for remembering some of the songs 

that they love. 

 As in the past, the retreat will be held at 

Geneva Center in Rochester, Indiana.  The 

cost for lodging and four meals (3 on 

Saturday and 1 on Sunday) is $80.  We will 

head to Geneva Center on Friday evening 

and be back by 1 p.m. on Sunday. 

 Please register soon with a call or e-

mail to Martha McDonald.  Checks should 

be made out to Irvington Presbyterian 

Church.  For more details, please contact 

Rev. Heimach. 
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In Memoriam 

 

Elder Lorraine E. Langell 

November 1, 2009 

 

Colleen May 

November 12, 2009 

 

The Christian sympathy of the congregation is extended 

to Carol Monroe in the death of her husband. 

 

The Christian sympathy of the congregation is extended 

to David Knoble in the death of his mother and to 

Megan Knoble in the death of her grandmother. 

PWC Christmas Luncheon 

 

      All women of the congregation are 

invited to join us in our annual 

celebration Thursday, December 17th at 

noon.   

      We will have our usual delicious luncheon followed 

by a very short business meeting.  The afternoon will 

conclude with beautiful Christmas music by Grace 

Long and the singing of carols by all of us.  Come and 

be a part of our Christmas holiday celebration.   

 The cost of lunch is $6.00.   Call the church office 

by December 14 to make your reservation. 

We are a fellowship group for church and 

community singles to offer each other 

Christian fellowship and support . We 

meet on Thursday evenings at 7:00 p.m. 

in the parlor at Irvington Presbyterian 

Church. We also meet for lunch every 

Sunday at a nearby restaurant. Visit us 

for one or all of our activities. 
 

Thursday, December at 3:00 p.m. 

Pitch In & Fellowship  

Bring a covered dish & table service 
 

Sunday, December 6 at 11:30 a.m.  

Lunch at Rock-Cola 50ôs Caf® 
 

Thursday, December 11 at 6:00 p.m.  

Video  
 

Sunday, December 13 at 11:15 a.m.  

Lunch at Arby's Roast Beef  

(Franklin Rd.) 
 

Thursday, December 17 

7:00 p.m. Christmas Party in Parlor. 

Bring a can of food for ICAN food pantry,  

a $5 wrapped gift for exchange and  

your favorite hors d'oeuvre to share 
 

Sunday, December 20 at 11:15 a.m.  

Lunch at Steer-In  

7:00 p.m. - Irvington Luminaria   
 

Thursday, December 24  

Christmas Eve - NO MEETING  
 

Sunday, December 27 at 11:15 a.m.  

MCL Cafeteria  
 

Thursday, December 31  

New Year's Eve Party: - TBA  

Bring your favorite hors d'oeuvre. 

Irvington Luminaria  

Sunday, December 20  -  7:00 p.m. 
 

If you would like to light up your sidewalk and 

driveway, you may pick up bags and candles 

(four for $1.00) at the following locations: 
 

1.  Jack & Jill Antiques, 5501 E. Washington St. 

2.  Dufourôs Restaurant, 5648 E. Washington St. 

3.  Legends Restaurant, 5614 E. Washington St. 

4.  Marty Powellôs home, 5451 Julian Ave 

5.  Central Ace Hardware, 1025 N. Arlington Ave. 

6.  Deering Cleaners, 1160 N. Arlington Ave. 
 

The sand will be free at Ellenberger Park by the ice skating 

rink on the northwest corner of the park. 

Congratulations to Sarah & Ryan 

Brauen on the birth of their first 

child, Owen Donald Brauen.  He 

was born on November 11, 2009. 
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Presbyterian We Believe 

Curriculum  

Kindergarten - 5
th

 grade 

 
December 6 Jesus:  Son of Joseph 

 Matthew 1:1-25 

 

December 13 Jesus:  Son of Mary 

   Luke 1:26-38 

 

December 20 Jesus:  Son of God 

 Luke 2:1-20 

     

December 27 Dedication of Jesus 

 Luke 2:21-2  

Westminster 

Christmas Baskets 
 

I donôt know about you, but Iôm not really ready to see 

Christmas trees in the stores or hear Christmas music on the 

radio.  But it is time to start preparing for one of my favorite 

Christmas traditions:  Westminster Christmas Baskets.  We 

have been asked to supply 300 cans of corn and 300 cans of 

green beans for this yearôs event.  We are also collecting hats, 

mittens and gloves for the Mitten Tree.  These items will also 

be going to Westminster.  The deadline for the Mitten Tree 

items and the canned veggies is December 6th.   

 

I would also like to invite you to attend the basket packing on 

Friday, December 11th @ 6:30 p.m.  This is a great way to 

get into the Christmas spirit and Irvington always has the  

largest group attending.  And it is just plain fun. 

ICAN FOOD PANTRY  
Downey Avenue Christian Church 

 

Special Needs:  baby food, large diapers (size 4 & 5), 

canned fruits, toilet paper, and bar soap 

 

Regular Needs tuna, Vienna sausage, canned pasta/meats, 

macaroni & cheese, jelly, cereal. 

 

NOTE:  We received large hams from 

Gleaners. Thanks to Dick Bewley (husband of 

volunteer Helen) as he is a retired butcher and 

was willing to cut the hams into small sections 

for to give to families this month. 

 

UPCOMING:  A small ñChristmas Storeò will be offered 

for clients each Thursday in December.  These items need to 

be small gifts that can be given to family members as 

Christmas gifts.  They can be new or slightly used and need 

to be easy to carry in addition to the groceries.  Menôs and/

or boyôs items seem to be needed the most. 

 

Thanks for your food donations and cash gifts.  We continue 

to see the need increase. 

 

Presbyterians have 

long celebrated the birth 

of Jesus Christ by giving 

generously to an Advent 

offering dating back to 

the 1930s.   

 

The offering is divided 

into two causes:  50% going to the 

Board of Pensions and 50% to the 

Presbyterian racial ethnic schools and 

colleges.   

 

We will receive our Joy Offering on 

Sunday, December 20.  Envelopes are 

in this newsletter and will also be 

available in the church pews. 


